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First Sunday of Lent 
 
As we enter into this Lenten season of penance and self-

denial, we’re reminded that the God we follow is no 

stranger to these things. In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see 

the temptations of Jesus which have parallels throughout 

Scripture and in our own lives. The apostle John warns 

against temptations to sensual lust, enticement of the 

eyes, and a pretentious life (cf. 1 John 2:16). Before Eve 

plucks the fruit from the tree, she hears it is good for 

food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining 

wisdom (cf. Genesis 3:6). The temptations of Jesus are 

our own. 

“Turn these stones to bread.” Here is the lure of bodily 

comfort, like good food or sensual lust. It’s the simplest 

of temptations because it’s instinctual. We want good for 

our bodies! But there may be times these bodily goods 

don’t serve the higher good for our souls. The leap “from 

the temple parapet” would entice the eye of the person 

watching. A feat like this would prove Jesus’ Messianic 

ability. His popularity could be a shortcut to the cross. 

We might not be daredevils, but we want people to like 

us and be impressed by us. Do we sacrifice our values 

along the way? To “bow and worship” the devil - and so 

claim power and a pretentious life - seems like a dramatic 

temptation. Not everyone may feel enticed by power in 

the professional sense, but all of us want control. A 

volunteer team can feel just as intense as the boardroom! 

How often do we prefer to be in control of our lives (and 

perhaps even the lives of others), rather than allow God 

to be God? 

When we consider areas of temptation and sin, it’s not to 

feel ashamed. The temptation in the desert reminds us 

that we are not alone and that the strength of Jesus can be 

our strength, too. 

St. John and St. Michael Catholic Parishes 
are vibrant faith communities committed to 
living the Gospel of Jesus Christ through lives 
of prayer, service and education while ac-
tively proclaiming “all are welcome.” 

DISCIPLES ON THE WAY 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
It will take too long. I can’t spare it. I don’t know any-

body. I am just too busy.  

How many excuses can you think of to put forth as 

reasons why you should say ‘no’ to the call of Jesus 

Christ? Wait. You didn't know to whom those re-

sponses were directed? We say ‘no’ to many things 

and many people, but we wouldn’t say ‘no’ to Jesus. 

Really? 

During this Lenten season, like all the other seasons, 

we will be asked to respond in many different ways. 

There will be fasting, almsgiving, and abstinence from 

certain foods. There will be invitations to various de-

votions and formational studies. We will be asked to 

reflect on our faith and then dive deeper.  

The argument will be made by some that many of 

these things are being asked of us by others and not 

Jesus. Of course, that will just be another excuse like 

those above. For every calling upon us comes with a 

temptation to take the easy way out or to minimize the 

value of the request.  

We will stay caught up in an endless cycle of excuses 

that lead us nowhere. That is unless we simply choose 

to stop the madness and say YES! This Lent, give up 

and give in. Let God take over as you surrender all you 

are and have to Him. Now is the time to turn to Jesus. 

No more excuses. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

Looking  Ahead 
  
Wed., March 13 Soup & Scripture 

   Noon - St. John Lutheran, Gillett 

Thur., March 14 Stations of the Cross 

   6:30 PM - St. Michael 

Fri., March 15  Stations of the Cross 

   5:00 PM - St. John 

Wed., March 20 Soup & Scripture 

   Noon - Our Redeemer Lutheran, 

   Suring 

Wed., March 20 Reconciliation 

   6:00 PM - 8:00 PM - St. John 

Sun., March 24 Bingo 

   1:30 PM Serenity Gardens, Gillett 

“You are a pilgrim in this life on a journey home.” 

St. Teresa of Calcutta 
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ST. MICHAEL PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $2110.00 

Received March 2/3 ........................................ $2790.00 

Bishop’s Appeal to Date: $6345.00 of $10262 (62%) 

ST. JOHN PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $1912.00 

Received March 2/3 ........................................ $1937.00 

Heat ................................................................... $110.00 

Bishop’s Appeal to Date: $3080.00 of $10332 (30%) 

LIVING LIVES OF MERCY 

Faith Formation News  
  
Wed., March 13 St. John, 1st-7th Grade 

   6:00 - 7:00 PM 

   St. Michael, 1st-7th Grade 
   After school - 5:00 PM 
 
   St. John, 8th-11th Grade 

   7:15 - 8:15 PM 
 
Sun., March 17 St. John, 8th-11th Grade 

   8:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 
Wed., March 20 St. John, 1st-7th Grade 

   6:00 - 7:00 PM 

   St. Michael, 1st-7th Grade 
   After school - 5:00 PM 

Bishop’s Appeal - The Compass 

In 2018, the Bishop’s Appeal distributed $252,571 to 

The Compass to support its ministry. 

The Compass is an award-winning weekly newspaper 

that breaks open the Catholic faith through articles, 

columns, news and spiritual reading. The publication 

educates and informs Catholic families and individuals 

both in print and on its website. 

For more information on how funds are used in our 

communities, you can view a short video at 

www.catholicfoundationgb.org/video .   

Musician Needed 

St. Michael is in need of a musician!  We would like to 

hire someone to play the organ, or perhaps guitar, and 

lead the congregation in song at the Chapel.  If inter-

ested, please contact the parish office at 920-842-2580. 

Lenten Project  
During this Lenten season, we 

will again be collecting donations 

to support the Smile Train organi-

zation.  Millions of children in developing countries 

with untreated clefts live in isolation and have diffi-

culty eating, breathing and speaking.  Smile Train is 

an organization that provides free cleft repair surgery 

and care to these children. They have provided safe, 

high-quality cleft surgery and related treatment in 85+ 

countries worldwide. Repair surgery can cost as little 

as $250, and the impact is life-changing for patients 

and families.   

We ask that you please bring your donations to Mass 

during Lent and place in the provided donation box. 

Easter Flower Donations 

Flower donations can be made by putting 

the name of the person in whose memory 

the donation is given on an envelope and 

placing it in the collection basket, or 

mailing it to the parish office. 

Community Lenten Soup 

& Scripture 

The first Soup & Scripture 

will be held on 

Wednesday, March 13th, at St. John Lutheran Church, 

Gillett, from noon until 1:00 PM.  Please join us for 

some warm soup, sandwiches and good fellowship. 

FOCCUS Couples Needed 

Marriages are challenging.  Marriage preparation (pre-

Cana) is helpful for an engaged couple. Meeting with 

a FOCCUS couple for 2-6 hours total in the six 

months before the big ‘I do’s’ can help an engaged 

couple start their marriage strong and keep it strong 

for years to come. If you have been married for two or 

more years, please consider sharing your gift of a 

strong marriage by becoming a FOCCUS couple. 

More information on becoming a FOCCUS couple can 

be found at www.gbdioc.org/marriage-prep/

foccus.html or by contacting Father Ni Ni at either 

church office. 

https://catholicfoundationgb.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0450cf18a0e76bcf588e474b&id=bbefcfd924&e=a93a047acd
http://www.gbdioc.org/marriage-prep/foccus.html
http://www.gbdioc.org/marriage-prep/foccus.html
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MASS INTENTIONS 
For the Week of  March 11 - 17 
 

ST. MICHAEL - CHUTE POND  
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 17 

   7:30 AM  †  Melissa Clark   

  By Bob & Darlene Clark 

ST. MICHAEL - SURING   

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 

   8:45 AM  †  Elmer & Katherine School,  

          Elmer Jr. School & Ervin School  

  By Eugene School Sr. 
  

ST. JOHN - GILLETT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 16 

   4:00 PM  †  Open 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 17 

 10:00 AM  †  Open 

MINISTERS OF THE MASS  

 

CHUTE POND    

SUNDAY 3/17 7:30 AM 

Ministers of the Word Steve Brickner 
Ministers of Communion Paul Ponsegrau  John Lubenske 
  

SURING 
SUNDAY 3/17 8:45 AM 

Ministers of the Word Mike Rupiper 

Ministers of Communion Sheelagh School  Barb Truttman 

 Debbie School 

Hospitality Ministers Ron & Kris Christensen 

Ministers of Altar Grace Fischer  Kelsey Smith 

Greeters Joe & Carol Baldwin 

 Phil Fischer, Jr. 

GILLETT      

SATURDAY 3/16 4:00 PM 

Ministers of the Word Jay Conley 

Ministers of Communion Jan Brooks  Felecia Kroll 

 Stephanie Schmutzer 

Hospitality Ministers Jay & Rachel Weckler 

Ministers of Altar Erich & Isabella Schmutzer 

Greeters Samantha & Elizabeth Kahler 
   
SUNDAY 3/17 10:00 AM 

Ministers of the Word Mary Gerbers 

Ministers of Communion  Cliff Gerbers  Mary Clark 

 Mary Matuszewski 

Hospitality Ministers Timm Family 

Ministers of Altar Kallie Frank  Hope Soper 

Greeters Chad Frank  Ben Frank 

Readings for the Week of March 10, 2019 
 
Sunday:  Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 

  14-15 [cf. 15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 

  4:1-13 

Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 

  [Jn 6:63b]/Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 

  18-19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 

  [19b]/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-

  2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday:  Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 

  7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 

  [1b]/Mt 5:43-48 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the 

Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for 

forty days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate  

nothing during those days, and when they were 

over he was hungry. (Lk 4:1-2) 

Open Dates For Mass Intentions  

St. Michael Parish 

Suring, Sunday:  March 24, 31, April 7, 28,  

Chute Pond, Sunday: March 24, April 14, 21, 28 
 

St. John Parish 

Saturdays: March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13, 27 

Sundays: March 17, 24, April 14, 21, 28 


