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DISCIPLES ON THE WAY 
5th Sunday of Lent 

Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of 

us that doesn’t. There are many times in our lives 

when we experience death, whether it be the physical 

death of someone we love, a failed relationship, the 

loss of a job, or a broken dream. As we are going 

through these death experiences, we can easily find 

ourselves reaching out to God to make it better and fix 

it! We think that the proper order of life is to maintain 

the things of this world, especially those things that are 

essential to our sense of well-being and security. We 

do not like change. The grieving that comes from our 

death experiences can keep us stuck and in despair. If 

we have lost something or someone of great value, the 

very meaning and essence of life is lost with them. We 

need gentle companions to lift us from despair and that 

is precisely who God desires to be in our life as well. 

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 

closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!” 

He desperately wants to show us the path to hope and 

the new life that is possible after loss and death. But 

our faith can be weak, and we still prefer to cling to 

the memory of what we had rather than the joyful pos-

sibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes live as if God is 

not real and that the transformative power of His res-

urrected presence is a story found in the Bible rather 

than a narrative unfolding in our lives. 

God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God 

opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates 

new verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend so 

much time and energy ruminating over what we left 

behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see what 

can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new doesn’t 

negate our past loves. Embracing the love of a person, 

God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t diminish the love 

of yesterday. Each of our loves is different, and one 

cannot be replaced by another. They don’t cancel each 

other out. God truly has tended to every detail of our 

lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they 

all lead us back to Him. Jesus wants us to come out of 

our closed-up tombs. Are we going to listen this time? 

A Message from the Pastor 

Dear Parishioners, 

How are you doing? Do you have cabin fever? I know 

it is a tough time for all of us. The world is in a dark 

moment because of COVID-19. Everything is locked 

down everywhere—social, economic and religious. 

When you’re feeling hopeless, read the 5th Lenten 

Sunday’s gospel. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, 

which gives us hope. Jesus is our hope. He can raise 

the dead from the grave. He can make anything impos-

sible possible.  

At this moment, it feels like we’re in the darkness of 

the grave—facing a hopeless situation, but Jesus still 

offers us the light of hope we need to make it through 

a troubled time. It’s painful for you and me to be dis-

tanced from one another and to be isolated. However, 

let us Offer this suffering as a sacrifice to God in soli-

darity with the people fighting the Coronavirus. Offer 

this time as a prayer for those affected by the virus 

around the world and for those who care for them. 

Although we can’t join together at Mass, I encourage 

you to pray alone and as a family. Read the Bible, pray 

the rosary, watch Mass on TV, and pray for one an-

other and for me. 

As a family, take this opportunity to eat together, pray, 

and spend more time with one another. Consider this 

time of social distancing as privileged time to spend 

together as a family.  

Finally, may I humbly request you to say a prayer for 

my family, especially for my mother who lost her 

house completely to fire last Thursday night. I need 

your prayer for her to be strong and healthy in these 

difficult moments.  Many thanks.  

Stay healthy! May Mother Mary protect you and God 

bless you. 

Fr. Robert Ni Ni   

Oconto County Public Health is committed to keeping 

you safe and healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Please visit the county website at 

www.co.oconto.wi.us and click on COVID-19 under 

Quick Links for more information. On Facebook, fol-

low ‘Oconto County a Place For You’ to stay up to 

date. Remember to practice social distancing, which 

means staying home as much as possible and when in 

public staying at least 6 feet apart from others. Thank 

you.”  



MARCH 28/29, 2020 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

3    Visit our Website at http://stjohnstmichael.com 

LIVING LIVES OF MERCY 

ST. JOHN PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $1912.00 

See future bulletins for support totals. 

Bishops Appeal To Date ............ $3970 of $9954 (40%) 

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $2170.00 

See future bulletins for support totals. 

Bishop’s Appeal to Date: $8960 of $9185 (98%) 

Lenten Project  
During Lent we will be collecting 

donations to support ‘Save the Chil-

dren’. For more than 100 years, this advocate for the 

world’s children has provided farm animals to impov-

erished families around the world.  These animals pro-

vide nourishment, warmth, much-needed fertilizer for 

crops and a source of income. So far, we have col-

lected $240 for our project.  Please bring (or mail) 

your donations to your church office. 

Plastic Bag Sleeping Mats For 

Homeless 

St. Michael is collecting plastic gro-

cery bags to make mats that can be 

used by the homeless.  Each mat takes 

between 500 - 700 bags.  The mats 

provide a comfortable cushion for the 

homeless to place a sleeping bag or 

blanket on.  They are easy to transport, waterproof, 

easy to clean, and they keep plastic bags out of our 

landfills!  If you have clean grocery bags you would 

like to donate, please bring them to the church office.  

Thank you to Peggy Piepkorn for donating her time to 

put these mats together. 

Cemetery Mowing 

St. Michael is looking to get bids for mowing our 

cemetery. Typically, mowing begins in May and con-

tinues through September.  If you know of anyone that 

would be interested, please have them call the parish 

office at 920-842-2580 for more information.   

Musicians Needed 

St. John’s parish is looking for a third musician/song 

leader to play at 1-3 weekend Masses per month. If 

you are interested, please contact the parish office for 

further information.  

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020 

Sunday:  Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

  [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 

  17, 20-27, 33b-45 

Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or  

  13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/

  Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 

  8:21-30 

Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 

  55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 

  8:51-59 

Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 

  [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 

  [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING COVID-19 

 All Masses and church functions have been can-

celled due to the COVID-19 virus.  We will keep you 

updated as we learn more information.  

 The doors to St. Michael church will be open on 

Sunday mornings (please use the north entrance door) 

from 8:30 - 10:30 AM for those who would like to 

pray privately before the Blessed sacrament present in 

the tabernacle.  And St. John will be open from 9:00 

AM - Noon. 

 Reconciliation is still offered by appointment only.  

Proper distance between priest and penitent will be 

observed.   

 Anointing of the sick maybe administered with 

every precaution taken to prevent the spread of dis-

ease. 

 The faithful are encouraged to participate in the 

opportunity of receiving spiritual communion which is 

facilitated by live-stream celebrations of the Mass via 

Relevant Radio, TV Masses, the Compass, Social Me-

dia, etc. 

 Parishioners who would like to continue contribut-

ing to the parish can mail contributions to St. Michael 

Church, PO Box 248, Suring WI 54174 or St. John 

Church, 127 S Garden Ave, Gillett WI 54124. 



Faith Formation Classes  
 

Cancelled until further notice. 
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Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; 

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”  

(Jn 11:25) 

Open Dates For Mass Intentions  

St. Michael Parish 

Suring, Sunday: April 19, 26,  

Chapel, Sunday: April 5, 12, 26 

St. John Parish 

Saturdays: Apr. 4, 18 

Sundays: Apr. 5, 12, 19, 26 

MASS INTENTIONS 
For the Week of  March 30 - April 5 
 

ST. MICHAEL - CHUTE POND  
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

    7:30 AM † Open 
 

ST. MICHAEL - SURING   
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

    8:45 AM † Robert & Genevieve Mahoney 

  By Family 
  

ST. JOHN - GILLETT 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 

   4:00 PM † Open 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

   10:00 AM † Open 

Masses and Parish Events Canceled 

Due to the COVID-19 virus, Bishop Ricken an-

nounced that effective Friday, March 20, public at-

tendance at all Masses has been suspended indefi-

nitely.  Therefore, there will be no weekend or 

weekday Masses at St. John or St. Michael.  We 

have also cancelled Stations of the Cross, reconcilia-

tion, the Bible study and Faith Formation classes.   

Mass can be viewed Sunday morning at 5:30 AM on 

WBAY (channel 2) and on CW14 at 8:00 

AM.  Bishop Ricken will also celebrate Mass at 

10:30 AM on WFRV (channel 5).  Radio Mass is 

available on Relevant Radio at 1050 AM at 9:00 

AM.  

PASTOR….Fr. Robert Ni Ni 

Email…………..rniinimf@gmail.com 

PHONE………….903-388-3906 
 
GILLETT PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE………….920-855-2542 

Email…………...stjohnsec@centurytel.net 
  
SURING PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE……..920-842-2580 

Email………..stmikesuring@centurytel.net 
  
Office Hours 

St. John Monday - Wednesday 

  8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

St. Michael Monday - Wednesday  

  8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Please visit our website to view important information, 

and a link to the current and past bulletins. 

http://stjohnstmichael.com 


