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DISCIPLES ON THE WAY 
A Short Sunday Reflection from the Pastor 

Today is the Feast of Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany, 

in Greek, is ‘epiphaneia’ which means, ‘appearance.’ 

Epiphany commemorates and celebrates the self-

revelation to the Gentiles (non-Jews, the magi). Epiph-

any is also known as the feast of light to reflect the 

coming of the infant Jesus, light of the world.  Jesus 

was born when the time was fulfilled, when God had 

prepared everything for His coming, when people were 

longing for the Messiah (Gal 4:4). And yet nobody is 

forced to receive Him. How did the people receive 

Him? Indifferently. History tells us Herod was haunted 

by the fear of losing his power. The priests and scribes, 

they just did not care. They were very busy with their 

daily affairs of temple service and legal discussions. 

The magi were learned people. In the gospel, Matthew 

brings together the two elements of an explosive com-

pound—the two titles King Herod and King of the 

Jews. But the significance attached by Matthew to the 

title, King of the Jews, goes much deeper. He is a 

humble king, the image of the ‘Suffering Servant’ of 

Isaiah. He did not come to be served but to serve. He 

will ask his disciples to be others’ servants. 

In today’s liturgy, the Church brings together the nar-

rative of the Epiphany from the prophecy of Isaiah, 

chosen from among biblical passages which an-

nounced the coming of the Messiah like a light. Isaiah 

asked his people to take advantage of this light by ris-

ing and shining. ‘Arise Jerusalem shine; for your light 

has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you’ (Isaiah 60/1-6). At the same time, in the Epiphany 

narrative Matthew proposes for our reflection two dif-

ferent attitudes. On one hand, the refusal of the Jewish 

political and religious leaders. They should have been 

the first to recognize the Messiah. On the other hand, 

the welcome of the non–Jewish wise men. They repre-

sent all the pagans, the unbelievers of all ages. Further, 

Matthew shows Jesus as the expected Savior who 

comes for all people; the new Israel is made of all men 

and women, whether they be Jews or not.   

This feast challenges us to arise from our weakness, 

from our negative thoughts—to arise from our sin and 

take the place God has prepared for us and to be in the 

position where God has placed us. We are also called 

to make our journey towards the fulfillment of our 

heart’s desire. It is the fulfillment of what St Augustine  

summarized so beautifully, ‘You have made us for 

yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless till they find 

rest in you?’. This is our own spiritual journey, our 

Christian life journey. The magi were led by the star; 

likewise, we should be led by the Word of God be-

cause God is faithful to His promises. If the light of 

Christ shines in our midst, then our light will shine 

ever more brightly with the truth and love of Christ. 

Happy Feast of Epiphany to you all! God bless you! 

Fr. Francis X. Dias 

Looking Ahead 

 
Tues., Jan. 5  Mass - 8:30 AM at St. John 

   Followed by Rosary 
 
Wed., Jan. 6  Mass - 8:30 AM at St. Michael 

   (reconciliation available after) 
Sat., Jan. 9  Ruby’s Pantry    

   7:30-9:30 AM Gillett HS 

PASTOR….Fr. Francis X. Dias 

Email…………..frank3xavier@yahoo.com 

PHONE………….715-383-9788 

GILLETT PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE………….920-855-2542 

Email…………...stjohnsec@centurytel.net 
  
SURING PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE……..920-842-2580 

Email………..stmikesuring@centurytel.net 
  
Office Hours 

St. John Monday - Wednesday 

  8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

St. Michael Monday - Wednesday  

  8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
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St. John and St. Michael Masses 

The following Mass guidelines are currently in place:  

 Attendees are required to wear masks. 

 Temperatures of attendees will be taken at the 

door.   

 Hand sanitizer will be available at entrances 

 Social distancing guidelines will be followed. 
 
At St. Michael, we encourage you to reserve a seat for 

Mass. You can signup using Flocknote, call (920-842-

2580), or email stmikesuring@centurytel.net.  

LIVING LIVES OF MERCY 

 

St. Michael Flocknote Signup Link for Jan. 10 

https://stmichael17.flocknote.com/signup/32586  

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $2170.00 

Received  Dec. 19/20 ...................................... $2841.00 

Retirement Collection ......................................... $93.00 

Heat Collection ................................................. $198.00 

Received December 25-27 ... see next week’s bulletin 

ST. JOHN PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $1615.00 

Received December 19/20 .............................. $3893.00 

Retirement Collection ....................................... $140.00 

Heat ................................................................... $471.00 

Received December 24-27... see next week’s bulletin 

Parking Lot Masses 

Mass is now being streamed through the radio at St. 

Michael & St. John.  If you would like to attend Mass 

but do not wish to enter church, you can tune your ra-

dio to 92.5 at St. Michael or 91.9 at St. John and listen 

from where you are parked.  During communion a Eu-

charistic minister will come to the main entrance.  If 

you would like to receive communion please come to 

the entrance.  We ask that you please wear your mask 

and social distance when you come.    

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed 

St. John is scheduled to help bag groceries at the food 

pantry on Wed., Jan. 20th, at St. John Lutheran 

Church, Gillett, from 8:00 - 11:00 AM.  If you can 

spare some time to help out the less fortunate, please 

lend a hand.  Contact Felecia Kroll at 855-2064 with 

any questions. 

St. John Giving Tree ‘Thank You’ 

Thank you to everyone who donated gifts and cash to 

support our Advent Giving Tree Project. In addition to 

the wonderful gifts that were dropped off, we collected 

over $1400 to purchase the addition items to fill our 

adopted family’s needs. Thank you for making their 

Christmas season bright! 

Thank you to all who joined in decorating our wor-

ship sites for Christmas!  We appreciate you taking 

time to lend a hand.  A special thank you to Howard 

Kozicki for donating the Christmas trees at St. Michael 

and to the Mahoney family for transporting and setting 

them up.  We hope you all enjoyed the beauty of the 

Christmas season!   

We will be taking the Christmas decorations down fol-

lowing Masses on January 10 and would appreciate 

help with this as well.  Thank you 

‘Giving Tree’ Thank you 
We would like to express our thanks and gratitude to 

all those who donated items to St. Michael’s Giving 

Tree this year.  Because of your kindness we were able 

to help the organization Rainbow House which helps 

support abused women and their children, and students 

from the Suring School through the Nurse’s Nook pro-

gram.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 

If you know of anyone who is sick and would like to 

have us pray for them, please call the office and we 

will add them to our prayers of the faithful during the 

weekend Masses. 

https://stmichael17.flocknote.com/signup/27660
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MASS INTENTIONS 
For the Week of  January 4 - 10 
 

ST. MICHAEL - CHUTE POND  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

    7:30 AM † Martha DeCleene 

  By Theresa Devroy 
   

ST. MICHAEL - SURING   
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

    8:45 AM † Open 
     

ST. JOHN - GILLETT 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 

   4:00 PM  †  Open 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

  10:00 AM  † Agnes Wolfe 

  By Family  

MINISTERS OF THE MASS 

 

CHUTE POND   

SUNDAY 1/10 7:30 AM 

Ministers of the Word Steve Brickner 

   

SURING 
SUNDAY 1/10 8:45 AM 

Ministers of the Word Mike Rupiper 

Hospitality Ministers Steve & Sheelagh School 

 

GILLETT      

SATURDAY 1/9 4:00 PM 

Ministers of the Word Dorothy Sorensen 

Hospitality Ministers Barb Makoski  Ben Penkivich  

 Brianna DeBauch 
   
SUNDAY 1/10 10:00 AM 

Ministers of the Word Cliff Gerbers 

Hospitality Ministers Timm Family 

Open Dates For Mass Intentions  

Suring, Sunday: Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31 

  Wednesdays: Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27 

Chapel, Sunday: No open dates until March 
  
St. John Parish 

Tuesdays: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 

Saturdays: Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 

Sundays: Jan. 17, 24, 31 

Readings for the week of January 3, 2021 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-

  13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ 

  Mt 2:1-12 

Monday:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a 

  [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8  

  [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 

  [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 

  15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,  

  19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 

  6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 

Next Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-

  10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 

  or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 

  [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on en-

tering the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother. They prostrated themselves and did him 

homage. (Mt 2:10-11) 


