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DISCIPLES ON THE WAY 
A Short Sunday Reflection from the Pastor 

This Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord and 

it concludes the Christmas season. It is a great feast in 

the sense that Jesus showed His solidarity and love with 

us. Jesus’ baptism is recorded in the three gospels—

Mathew, Mark, and Luke. In each of these Gospels, the 

scene is presented as a very important turning point in 

Jesus’ life. As we reflect on what is happening in the life 

of Jesus, it is important for us to connect it with our own 

lives, with our baptisms and what that means for each of 

us. For Jesus, baptism was the beginning of his public 

life, his mission. His baptism is his inauguration, his rite 

of entrance into that mission. In the waters of the Jordan, 

was initiated, called, and commissioned. In the waters of 

baptism, we too have been initiated, called and commis-

sioned. Jesus’ baptism is important because it reveals two 

things: first, it reveals that He is God’s own Son. A voice 

said: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased” (Mark 1:11). And second, it reveals what He 

will do. This is expressed by the prophet Isaiah in the 

first reading this Sunday. His mission as God’s Servant 

was to bring justice to the nations, open the eyes of the 

blind, to release captives (Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7). 

In the gospel of Mark, John the Baptist announced the 

imminent coming of the Messiah who is to pour out the 

Spirit and bring forth a new mankind. He says, ‘He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit’. Are we conscious that 

our Christian Baptism is exactly like this? As a whole, 

we are very far from deeply living our baptism. Because 

of our modern world ideologies, we are tempted to see 

salvation as being in line with our deepest efforts, with 

our most valuable human attitudes. The scientific and 

technological mentality leads us to think that salvation is 

to be found in humanity. But the entire biblical revelation 

and the most authentic human experience tells us that the 

ultimate meaning of ‘human’ is not simply ‘being hu-

man’. Humanity is completely achieved only by opening 

ourselves to a superior reality—that is the Spirit of God.  

The Old testament often shows us the Spirit of God get-

ting hold of a person for a precise mission. Jesus saw the 

heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him like 

a dove, bringing a deeper consciousness which Jesus ex-

periences of His mission. In our baptism, we recall how 

man tends to confine himself within being human. Jesus 

is the one who tears open this closed universe. Hence-

forth, in His name, mankind has a breach through which 

to communicate with the divine world. When we look at  

Jesus’ baptism this way, it reminds us that there are many 

miracles in our lives which are not dramatic. God 

touches us in many ways which are both ordinary and 

gentle and it is important for us not to miss these mes-

sages. We do not want to miss the gentle breeze of God’s 

Spirit. That is why we must attune our ears, so that we 

will be able to hear God’s love. 

Our mission as baptized Christians is to bring the good 

news to all those around us. The good news is Jesus. Yet 

how many of us have ever brought people to Jesus?  Bap-

tism identifies us as God’s beloved children and our mis-

sion is to follow Jesus to create the kingdom of God; a 

kingdom of Justice, healing and liberation. Are we ready 

to consecrate and dedicate ourselves wholly to the ser-

vice of the Kingdom of God just as Jesus did?                       

Fr. Francis X. Dias 

Looking Ahead 

 
Tues., Jan. 12  Mass - 8:30 AM at St. John 

   Followed by Rosary 
 
Wed., Jan. 13  Mass - 8:30 AM at St. Michael 

   (reconciliation available after) 

Sat., Jan. 16  Reconciliation 

   3:00 PM at St. John 

   Spanish Mass 
   6:30 PM at St. John 

PASTOR….Fr. Francis X. Dias 

Email…………..frank3xavier@yahoo.com 

PHONE………….715-383-9788 

GILLETT PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE………….920-855-2542 

Email…………...stjohnsec@centurytel.net 
  
SURING PARISH OFFICE 

PHONE……..920-842-2580 

Email………..stmikesuring@centurytel.net 
  
Office Hours 

St. John Monday - Wednesday 

  8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

St. Michael Monday - Wednesday  

  8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
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St. John and St. Michael Masses 

The following Mass guidelines are currently in place:  

 Attendees are required to wear masks. 

 Temperatures of attendees will be taken at the 

door.   

 Hand sanitizer will be available at entrances 

 Social distancing guidelines will be followed. 
 
At St. Michael, we encourage you to reserve a seat for 

Mass. You can signup using Flocknote, call (920-842-

2580), or email stmikesuring@centurytel.net.  

LIVING LIVES OF MERCY 

 

St. Michael Flocknote Signup Link for Jan. 17 

https://stmichael17.flocknote.com/signup/35356  

ST. JOHN PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $1615.00 

Received December 24-27.............................. $2916.00 

Received January 2/3 ...................................... $3152.00 

Parking Lot Masses 

Mass is now being streamed through the radio at St. 

Michael & St. John.  If you would like to attend Mass 

but do not wish to enter church, you can tune your ra-

dio to 92.5 at St. Michael or 91.9 at St. John and listen 

from where you are parked.  During communion a Eu-

charistic minister will come to the main entrance.  If 

you would like to receive communion, please come to 

the entrance.  We ask that you please wear your mask 

and social distance when you come.    

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed 

St. John is scheduled to help bag groceries at the food 

pantry on Wed., Jan. 20th, at St. John Lutheran 

Church, Gillett, from 8:00 - 11:00 AM.  If you can 

spare some time to help out the less fortunate, please 

lend a hand.  Contact Lyman Wocking at 855-2889 

with any questions. 

To all parishioners, 

As this year comes to a close, I think about all I am 

grateful for, especially the opportunity to have jour-

neyed with you for two years. It had been an honor 

and a blessing to have known each of you. May God 

bless your Christmas season with joy and love.  Miss 

you all, 

Fr. Robert Ni Ni 

Thank you 
St. Michael Congregation, 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for the recent 

donations to support the Nurse’s Nook program.  Your 

congregation’s generosity is amazing and humbling.  I 

can’t tell you how much your continued support means 

to our program!  I wish you all a safe and healthy holi-

day season! 

Nurse Nuala 

(St. Michael is sponsoring one meal per month during 

the school year for the Weekend Backpack Program at 

Suring School.  The program feeds approximately 43 

families in need.) 

Rummage Sale 

Faith United Lutheran Church, 11465 Old U Rd, 

Gillett, will have hold their annual rummage sale on 

January 21st & 22nd (8 AM-4 PM) and January 23rd 

(1/2 price sale from 8 AM-Noon).  

Face masks are required.   

ST. MICHAEL PARISH SUPPORT 

Needed Each Week ......................................... $2170.00 

Received  Dec. 24 - 27 .................................. $11658.00 

Received  Jan. 2/3 ........................................... $1686.00 

Building & Repair ............................................. $150.00 

Heat Collection ................................................. $100.00 

Christmas Decorations 

We will be taking Christmas decorations down today 

following Mass at both St. Michael Church and 

Chapel.  Any help would be greatly appreciated! 

https://stmichael17.flocknote.com/signup/27660
https://stmichael17.flocknote.com/signup/35356
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MASS INTENTIONS 
For the Week of  Jan. 11 - 17 
 

ST. MICHAEL - CHUTE POND  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 

    7:30 AM † Edward & Mildred Jagodzinski 

  By Dave Jagodzinski 
   

ST. MICHAEL - SURING   
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 

    8:45 AM † Open 
     

ST. JOHN - GILLETT 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 

   4:00 PM  †  Open 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 

  10:00 AM  †  Open  

MINISTERS OF THE MASS 

 

CHUTE POND   

SUNDAY 1/17 7:30 AM 

Ministers of the Word Deb Smith 

   

SURING 
SUNDAY 1/17 8:45 AM 

Ministers of the Word Lisa Gilligan 

Hospitality Ministers Floyd & Edie Schmidt 

 

GILLETT      

SATURDAY 1/16 4:00 PM 

Ministers of the Word Jay Conley 

Hospitality Ministers Ben Penkivich 

 Colleen Warrichaiet 
   
SUNDAY 1/17 10:00 AM 

Ministers of the Word Alex Young 

Hospitality Ministers Jamie Young  Mary Clark 

Open Dates For Mass Intentions  

Suring, Sunday: Jan. 17, 24, 31 

  Wednesdays: Jan. 13, 20, 27 

Chapel, Sunday: No open dates until March 
  
St. John Parish 

Tuesdays: Jan. 12, 19, 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 

Saturdays: Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 

Sundays: Jan. 17, 31, Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28 

Readings for the week of January 10, 2021 

Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-

  10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 

  or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 

  [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

Monday:  Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 

  9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday:  Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 

  [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday:  Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7,  

  8-9 [8a]/Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday:  Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9,  

  10-11 [8]/Mk 1:40-45 

Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-

  7, 8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday:  Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf. 

  Jn 6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17 

Next Sunday:  1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-

  9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a,  

  17-20/Jn 1:35-42  

And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my 

beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

(Mk 1:11) 

If you know of anyone who is sick and would like 

to have us pray for them, please call the office and 

we will add them to our prayers of the faithful  

during the weekend Masses. 


