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Franciscan sisters religiously cheer on Packers
BY SUZANNE WEISS | FOR THE COMPASS
MANITOWOC — On the far west
side of Manitowoc, atop a hill
overlooking picturesque Silver
Lake, sits the historic Holy
Family Convent. Motherhouse
to the Franciscan Sisters of
Christian Charity, its hallowed
halls, accented with reverent artworks, are serene and
hushed.
There is one room in the
19th-century building, however, where it can get quite
spirited. And it was so on Sunday afternoon, Jan. 9, when
the Green Bay Packers faced
the Detroit Lions during the
last game of the 2021 regular
season.
On the second floor of the
convent, the sisters gather in
a spacious lounge to regularly
watch their beloved Packers
play. Furnished with rows of
easy chairs facing a 54-inch
flat-screen TV, the lounge has
splashes of green and gold that
contrast with the sisters’ blackand-white habits.
“This is the loud group,” said
Sr. Barbara Mathe with a grin.
In another room, just down
the hall, more sisters gather to
cheer on the Packers quietly, she
explained.
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Members of the Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity at
Holy Family Convent in Manitowoc give a boisterous cheer
as they watch the Packers face the Detroit Lions on Jan. 9 at
Holy Family Convent in Manitowoc.

On one wall of the lounge
hangs a framed Packers jersey
that reads, “Thank Heaven for
87.” It is autographed by former
Packers wide receiver Jordy
Nelson.
A nearby Christmas tree is
decorated in green and gold.
Other memorabilia the sisters
have accumulated over the
years include a football autographed by Packers players, a
cheesehead hat, caricatures of
Coach Matt LaFleur and general

manager Brian Gutekunst, and
an autographed photo of the late
Reggie White, former Green Bay
defensive end.
A core group of sisters have
been Packers fans “forever,” Sr.
Barbara said.
Describing herself as “an avid
follower,” she’s been a Packers fan for as long as she can
remember.
Our full story appears in the
Jan. 21 issue.

The evangelists Matthew
and Mark refer to Joseph as a
“carpenter” or “joiner.” We heard
earlier that the people of Nazareth,
hearing Jesus speak, asked themselves: “Is not this the carpenter’s
son?” (13:55; cf. Mk 6:3). Jesus
practiced his father’s trade.
The Greek term tekton, used
to specify Joseph’s work, has
been translated in various ways.
The Latin Fathers of the church
rendered it as “carpenter.” But
let us bear in mind that in the Palestine of Jesus’ time, wood was
used not only to make ploughs
and various pieces of furniture,
but also to build houses, which
had wooden frames and terraced
roofs made of beams connected
with branches and earth.
Therefore, “carpenter” or “joiner” was a generic qualification,
indicating both woodworkers and
craftsmen engaged in activities
related to construction.
+ Pope Francis, Jan. 12, 2022
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Afghan refugee helps Catholic Charities welcome new arrivals
BY SAM LUCERO | THE COMPASS
ALLOUEZ — Sayed Wardak, 32, spent five years
as a translator for the U.S. Army in Afghanistan.
In 2016, after nearly a year of hiding from the Taliban and in fear for his life, Wardak and his wife,
Sairah, immigrated to the United States.
Knowing firsthand the perils of life in Afghanistan, and the challenges of resettling in
a new country, Wardak now assists newly-

arrived Afghan refugees in Green Bay as an
employee of Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Green Bay.
Wardak said his part-time role at Catholic
Charities is to serve as an interpreter. He
helps refugees who speak Dari, the most
widely spoken language in Afghanistan, and
translates Dari into English for other Catholic
Charities staff members. “I take people to
the doctor, show them how to find a grocery

store, help get their driving license, find
jobs and legal documentation,” he told The
Compass.
According to Wardak, when he arrived in
the United States, he had limited help in making the transition into American society. Making that transition easier for fellow Afghans
“means a lot to me,” he said.
Our full story appears in the Jan. 7 issue.
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THINGS YOU
SHOULD KNOW
St. Peter’s Chair

BY PATRICIA KASTEN | THE COMPASS

1

The Chair of St. Peter is a real chair
set high above an altar at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome, beneath the alabaster
Holy Spirit window.

2

The monument encasing the chair is
made of bronze and was created by
Gian Lorenzo Bernini in the early 1600s.

3

Inside the bronze monument is a
small oak and acacia wood chair,
traditionally said to be Peter’s. It symbolizes the pope’s role to rule, teach and
govern.

4

This chair was once used by all popes
to sit upon when they were installed.
That practice ended in the 14th century.

5

On Feb. 22, candles illuminate the
chair through pinholes in the bronze
around it.
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Lighting candles to overcome the darkness
Dear friends and followers of Jesus:

H

appy New Year! I pray that each of you
had a blessed Christmas and that your
new year is off to a good start..
The beginning of the year is
always a time for reflection,
for looking back on the year
that was and looking ahead to
what the new year will bring.
As I look ahead, it is not easy
to ignore the darkness in our
world. One area of darkness
that remains is the scourge of
BISHOP’S
abortion. Next week will be
CORNER
the 49th anniversary of the
Roe v. Wade U.S. Supreme
Bishop David
Court decision that legalRicken
ized abortion and has since
resulted in millions of unborn
lives taken in the womb.
But I do not like to curse the darkness. I
prefer to light a candle and invite the presence
of Christ to overcome the darkness. And even
here, there is light!
Late last year, the Supreme Court heard
arguments in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health case. This case from the State of

Mississippi challenges the decision of Roe v.
Wade and many experts think there is a real
possibility that Roe v. Wade will be overturned
or severely altered, significantly changing the
legal framework for abortion in this country.
The decision about life would then be returned
to the states, which is constitutionally where
it belongs. I urge you to pray and fast for a lifeaffirming outcome in the Dobbs case.
Too often, pregnant women facing difficult
pregnancies are pushed to consider abortion as
their only viable option. They may not know that
it is wrong or realize the lifelong pain that comes
with their decision. Thankfully, God is merciful!
For those who have had an abortion, remember that God desires to forgive and heal you.
Receive and take hold of that mercy and then
help a young mom who is in the same place you
were. Help them to avoid this “choice.”
This brings me to another candle which is
shedding light on the important ways that
we can support moms in need. As we look
ahead to the possibility of legalized abortion
being significantly reduced or eliminated, we
know that there will still be women who face a
pregnancy under difficult circumstances.
Read the entire column in the Jan. 14 issue.

Parish SNAPSHOT
Third and fourth
graders at St.
Francis Xavier
and St. Mary (De
Pere) parishes
crafted homemade Christmas
ornaments for
homebound
parishioners during Advent. The
ornaments were
delivered with
poinsettias and
Christmas cards
in December and
also distributed
as care ministers brought
Eucharist to
homebound parishioners during
Advent.
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